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EDITORIAL

On this page our Councillor reports on exciting developments in CTC Scotland. The
CTCS ofbce-bearers and committee are working hard, and hope for strong support from
the 3000 Scottish members. The local Member Group shake-up can provide renewal and
revival - as the Glasgow story shows. The Lothians Group has got a slimmed-down,
leaner and Btter Committee. Whatss happening in other areas? Could you form a new
Group where before you wouldnst have been eligible to have a DA? Can you send
someone, as Peter requests below, to represent your Group to the Committee Meeting
on 12th April? Representatives come to represent their local group, but donst have to
be a member of the local committee.
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There is always the danger that a highly charged event like the membership
Gathering in Stirling last November (reported in the last Cycletalk) will get
everyonefs hopes and expectation up and then 8 nothing much actually hap-
pens. The danger this time is in trying to keep up with the fast pace of change
which is going on.

The commitment and energy shown by the Scottish members at the Gathering
not only impressed themselves and the National Ofpce team but also highlighted
the special circumstances in Scotland with the overdue opportunity for CTC
to establish itself on a more professional footing in Scotland. What has been
happening here also impressed others on National Council and, after the CTC
Scotland AGM endorsed the thinking and mandate from the Gathering, money
was allocated by Council to progress the work.

CTC Director Kevin Mayne met with the CTCS development group, after attend-
ing a Scottish Cycling conference in Perth, about MTB development in Scotland.
This and CTC8s involvement in the Scottish government and Cycling Scotlandds
moves to produce a Cycling Action Plan for Scotland (CAPS) (reported elsewhere)
pointed to the time being ripe for CTC to spread its wings more in Scotland
with a local version of what is being achieved in England.

The idea is for CTC to have an establishment in Scotland, an arm of the CTC
Charitable Trust, with professional co-ordinators managing a wide variety of
cycling activities under the 6Cycle Championd model. These are the ones who do
the work 6 with schools, mature learners, older or inprm groups, special needs
and health related benepciaries as well as youths, MTB, BMX, bike maintenance
or any number of other possibilities. Champions would get special training and
could be drawn from the CTC membership. All these roles and activities would
be complimentary and in co-operation with the government funded cycling
bodies like Cycling Scotland, Sustrans and Paths for All.

What next? This is where the rush comes in. By the time this is published
there will have been more meetings with Kevin the outline business plan will
have been given a Scottish scrutiny by the development group and hopefully
agreed by CTCS. We could possibly already be looking for the right individuals
to progress the whole scheme.

This is why it is so important that there is a good representation of all the
groups in Scotland at the next CTCS meeting on 12 April in Glasgow, to ensure
we are acting in a democratic way. The membership must be happy with an
expanded, broader and better CTC in Scotland, talked about at the Gathering,
being turned into action.

Watch this space!
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The new CTC Glasgow hit the ground running or more accurately hit the road
cycling. Twenty-pve members turned out for the inaugural ride of the new
group. This was after several years of virtually no rides out of Glasgow. Some
members would ride with the Ayrshire section or Clydenorth and the new
timetable starts with rides on the third Sunday of the month so that they still
can. As things get established it is hoped to offer a variety of types, times
and lengths of rides including summer evening, weekdays at one end to Audax
events at the other.

For the prst ride, we did a 20-mile circular route around the rolling (!)
countryside in the north of Renfrewshire. This offered some great views of
Glasgow and over to the Campsies. We pnished off sitting outside - courtesy
of an exceptionally dry and mild mid February day - for a coffee and a blether.
A general thumbs up for the good day out on the bike and hereds to the next
ride.

If you would like more details of planned rides, please contact Norman Runci-
man nrunciman@btinternet.com (T) 0141 616 0340.
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The Inception Meeting for a Cycling Action Plan was quite exciting. There was a
bit of brainstorming, from differing points of view, by a bunch of knowledgeable
cycling professionals. There was encouragement that the Minister wanted to
see an increase in cycling to tackle government objectives and what seemed
like an innovative approach, in a tight time scale, for getting to a Plan which
could really make a difference.

Cycling in London and Cycling England have recently announced substantial
spends for cycling promotion while we are now to have a motorway on stilts at
more than a hundred million a mile. Somehow the Progress Meeting seemed less
buoyant. It mostly dealt with arrangements like who should be on the Board
and the timetable; which had slipped a few months to deal with procedures
- but this was questioned.

CTC is to be invited on to the Board. It is good to be recognised as the national
cyclistsd organisation which can speak for all. However the responsibility that
goes with this is that we are expected to consult with, correlate the responses
of, and report back to the Plan with the input from all 6Cycle User Groupsd!
This will be a gigantic job, if done properly. At least the government reps
appreciated that we were the only un-funded body at the table.

We will take heart from the basically good intentions of everyone working
towards more cycling and see if we can devise ways of effecting the massive
cultural change needed to make any signipcant difference, along with getting
the substantial investments which will be necessary to fund them.

Watch this space!

CTC Scotland

Sec: Mike Harrison Secretary@CTCScotland.org.uk see page 2 for address & phone
Councillor: Peter Hayman Councillor@CTCScotland.org.uk +44 (0)141 552 4336
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