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CTC vision in SCOTLAND - ‘IDEAS into ACTIONS'

Gathering II of CTC Scottish membership Stirling - 03 October 200

Let’s start at the very end. In this case, with apologies to Julie Andrews,
that’s a very good place to begin. Peter Hawkins, as chair of CTC Scot-
land and of the day’s proceedings, closed the Gathering Il by asking
everyone if we should do it again and how often? Somewhat surprisingly
the majority present wanted a Scottish membership Gathering to become
an annual event. That says a lot for the stamina and commitment of
those who made the trip to Stirling and took part in quite a demanding
and often confusing day to look at how we can progress the activities
of CTC in Scotland. The day was voted a success.

The day itself started with a minute’s silence in memory of John Taylor.
It was gratifying that what followed included real progress in at least
three of the main areas in which John had been working towards for
SO many years.

Staff in Scotland

Kevin Mayne, director of CTC, was able to announce that there had been
sufficient money raised, by the ASDA chief executive’s end-to-end, to
have one and a half Bike Club officers in Scotland. He saw the other half
of the cycle development officer’s time being used to assist the work
of CTC-S; helping manage and enable many of the possibilities which
were discussed throughout the day. Having professional CTC staff in
Scotland has been a long-held ambition of CTC-S. No doubt the work of
volunteers will continue as ever, but having some staff backup will help
make these efforts more coordinated and effective, and importantly
enhance the status of CTC as a main player in Scotland.

0ff-Road/MTB/Access

John played a big part in the birth of off-road cycling in Scotland and in
our acclaimed Access legislation. John Mackay, who has taken over on
the National Access Forum for CTC spoke of its work. Kevin also reported
on CTC’s place in the new Scottish Mountain Bike Development Con-
sortium, supported by a £5k, three-year grant from CTC.
As well as CTC being part of the massive MTB scene, the
objective is to also develop the more traditional off-road
cycling and long distance trails as part of Club activity.

Training/Schools/Bike Club

The third strand of the day was illustrated by the diversity
of the members who came to the Gathering from all over
Scotland, their contributions to the day and the amount g
of work already being done to promote cycling in many
different ways, was quite a revelation. For instance in
cycle training Liz Pirrie, who goes to Cycling and Schools
meetings for CTC spoke of efforts to make sense of the
present chaotic scene. Mark Kiehlmann runs his School
Cycle Train and Bike Club and Darren Mirfield of Pedals,
who co-authored the consultancy report for CTC-S, has big
ideas for CTC to lead on training in Scotland.

Some of the 45 members and staff in session
in Stirling Council Chamber

CTC Scotland: www.ctcscotland.org.uk

The point is that CTC-S is a big family, already doing a lot of good
work but with even greater potential. This Gathering brought a lot of
members together for a glimpse of the possibilities. Some back office
coordination should help realize many of these.

The backbone of the day was the presentation by Marion Gourlay of
the work she and Darren were commissioned to do; to look at cycling
within a Scottish context and the potential for further CTC activities in
Scotland. The idea was also to bring some focus to the CTC-S efforts
and five key opportunities were recommended. These were the basis
for three workshops, each run twice and mentored by the national
office staff members present, Kevin, Chris Williamson, professional
services and Right to Ride and Adrian Lawson, local groups, backed by
CTC members already active in the different areas.

Get two cycling enthusiasts together and you get at least three opin-
ions. There were some bright hopes, some despondency and some quite
heated argument in these sessions, but enough consensus emerged to
believe that CTC-S can begin to speak with one voice and the message
of cycling can be the message for the future.

The message may be simple but the landscape is very complicated. A
map of all the different cycling organizations and Agencies was called
for. This may help navigate but the main thing is to keep up the interac-
tion between ourselves, come to the meetings, get involved and make
some progress together. Perhaps a Gathering of Scottish membership
once a year is not such a bad idea after all.

Peter Hayman
CTC Councillor, Scotland

Forum: www.ctcscotland.org.uk/forum



GRAMPIAN 5th RALLY 2010
Friday 28th May - Wednesday 2nd June
details & booking form shortly

WHAT DOES THE NATIONAL ACCESS FORUM DO?

John Mackay

It is easiest to answer this question by explaining what the Forum has done.
It was started about a decade ago to provide a means of debate between the
main national bodies concerned about access to the countryside for open-air
recreation and, at first, it had a rather narrow focus on access to the hills.
But Government in 1997 asked SNH to consult widely over the proposals for
new access legislation, and the Forum became the engine that generated the
structure for this legislation and it drafted the Outdoor Access Code.

Today the Forum takes an overview of how our access arrangements are
working - the nuts and bolts of implementation lie with the local authorities
- and it acts on some tricky national problems, for example a long-running
debate over crossing railway lines. | have recently taken over the late John
Taylor the role of representing CTC and off-road cycling generally at the
Forum. Before retirement | was the first secretary to the Forum, so | am now
gamekeeper turned poacher.

| welcome comments, complaints and alerts on new trends on all aspects of
off-road cycling that have a more than local significance. | know that they
can’t all be resolved for the moment, but | expect that the time will come
when the national forum will play a significant role in any future review of
code or legislation, so it is an important table for cyclists to be at for this
wider debate.

CTC Tayside

Boxing Day (Sat 26th) Mulled Wine and Mince Pie Rendez-vouz Ride
Make your own way to Monikie / Wellbank (north of Dundee) for soup, etc to
be served between 12 noon and 13:30. All welcome including those across
the Tay!

Sociable cycle rides of around 40 miles take place from Dundee on the last
Saturday of each month. Members from across the water in Fife are welcome
to join us! Meeting place varies, usually either Discovery Point or Camperdown
Park depending on the destination of the ride.

If you do not already receive our programme and wish to do so, then
please contact me by phone, send me a valid email address or look at
www.CTCTayside.org.uk

Patricia Harrow harrow21@waitrose.com 01575 574 082

AGM of CTCScotland
Saturday 16th of January 2010 at 11 AM

The venue hasn’t been fixed yet, but will be posted on the website and noti-
fied in an e-mail as widely as possible. Any member is welcome to attend the
AGM, although only appointed delegates from local groups may vote. The
AGM itself is quite brief and formal, which we follow it with lunch (bring your
own sandwiches) and the first committee meeting of the year. We finished
the proceedings by 16:00 hours at the latest. So although the formal AGM
has not a lot of opportunity for discussion, the format of the rest of the day
allows anybody who is there the chance to participate.

A90 Balmedie dualling

Mark Haggar

| represented CTC-Grampian at the Inquiry into the c.£50m scheme which
is located about 8 miles north of Aberdeen. | was asking for the comple-
tion of the cycle path to Aberdeen, which reaches out from the City, but
stops abruptly at a farm gate half way to Balmedie. Balmedie is a rapidly
growing commuter village on the coast with fine sandy beaches and dunes,
and controls access to very attractive areas a few miles further north.
The road is a very fast busy dual carriageway for much of the day,
and the project engineer agreed that the alternative routes on minor
roads are at least 40% longer and more hilly. However they offered an
additional interesting alternative [found on bikely.com] that involved
cycling up the beach from Aberdeen! Was this a good commuter route?
Not tested, they admitted. The engineer agreed that the inclusion of
a cycle path would not be noticeable in the overall scheme budget.
The QC for Transport Scotland argued that since there were no
recorded cycle accidents here on the main road, and a low level of
cycle usage, there was no need to provide a cycle path. She was not
convinced that the Government’s commitment to ‘10% of journeys
by cycle by 2020’ would apply to the residents, visitors and workers
at the proposed Trump golf course and housing development nearby!
As a volunteer and taxpayer, | resent having to argue for a facility that
Transport Scotland should specify automatically, opposed by a well paid and
resourced team of lawyers and road engineers.
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Cycle Talk

In the October 2003 issue of CycleTalk we asked the question about the
future of this publication. The problem now as then was that CycleTalk costs
us about £200 per issue so we have to continually ask about its value to the
members. What can we do which is to the benefit of the organisation and
its members that we cannot do by any other means? We now have over
1000 e-mail addresses and can very easily keep members up-to-date using
electronic communications. But what about the 1500 for whom we have no
e-mail address? | would guess that the majority do actually have an address
but haven't told it to CTC. It would certainly help us if we had as many e-
mail addresses as possible. If you have not been getting regular bulletins
from CTCScotland, please go to the website www.ctcscotland.org.uk
& sign up.

We would like to get feedback from you on what you would like to read in
CycleTalk. Here are some other things which have been covered in the last
seven years. | have grouped them under nine headings with examples. Some
of these are recurring, and some are one-offs. We would like to know which
of these were of interest or important to you and which you would not be
interested in reading. | have put a simple questionnaire on the web so you
can make some response. What of course is important too, are the areas
that interest you that we have missed completely. So please tell us about
these. If you don’t have access to the web, a letter or postcard or even a
marked up copy of this newsletter would be fine.

The questionnaire is at www.ctcscotland.org.uk/ctalk/quest/
quest.php [note box below!!]. Between 22:14 the evening when it was
posted and 12 hours later, there had been over 30 responses.
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IMPORTANT - WEB LINK:
www.ctcscotland.org.uk/ctalk/quest/quest.php
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